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70 Warrt THE SAME THINGS TO YOU, TO MÞ Bb 


THE 


PREFACE. 


 BxzTHREN, 


s at your deſire, and by your libet- 
& ality this is now publiſhed, to you I 
ought to render ſome account of its being 
delayed ſo long; I not only preach without 
notes, but without a previous thought of 
what I ſhall ſay. Seldom, very ſeldom, 
have I a reſolution to ſpeak from any par- 
ticular paſſage of ſcripture before I am in 

A the 


u PREF ACE. 


sthe pulpit; diſclaiming withal, the boaſt 
of a retentive memory, you will confeſs it 
is not eaſy for me to print what I have 


preached. 


—_— .. 


Nor do I pretend to give you verbatim 


in this writing, what I ſaid on the ſubject 
in the pulpit ; but the doctrine is undoubt- 


edly the lame : Here feel myſelf invul-⸗ 
netable, — 4 LS WR. A 


Wherefore, my manner is as above re- 


lated. I can render none other reaſon than 
the Saviour's word and promiſe, « Take 
no E . n beforchand. what ye ſhall ſpeak, 
neither do ye bremeditate: but whatſoever 


mall be given you in that hour, that ſpeak 


ye: for it is not ye that ſpeak, but the Holy 
Ghoſt.” Generally this has been. my prac- 
tice, nor haye lever been diſappointed of 
his preſence, while my foul was chaſte 10 
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P R E FA CE 


his word, having do recourſe to man in- 
vention. And if ever this grace ceaſe, my 
tongue and pen ſhall be Want. | 


Jil 


- 
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Let me * to the above, 28 an expaſe' of 
my delaying this publication, my averſion 
to formalities ; it is ſentimental, yet pro- 
bably not without a conſticutional tincture. 
Your expreſſed deſire was, that I ſhould 
print and publiſh what I had by me in ma- 
nuſcript, elucidating from various texts of 
| ſcripture, my one, my only ſubje& Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord. 
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But there were el who e that 
the laſt ſhould be firſt ; that this, then un- 
written, ſhould precede i in publication, what 
was already prepared for the preſs: my at- 
tention to theſe retarded my purſujt of the 
plan at firſt projcQte), and contributed by 
the dela." W515; 


Another 
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Another yet remains, (i. e. ) a lower eſtl· 
mation of ſelf: I once thou ght myſelf to 
be, what experience has ſince taught me I 
am not: hence I am not ſo alert a writer 
as in time paſt, I x now write ſlowly, and 
with diffidence, I mean not in point of doc- 
trine : "for there T am unſhaken, nor can 
the gates of hell prevail againſt me: but 
in point of ability as a <or3ter. Nor am I 
ſolicitous for a name to ſuch a diſpoſition, 
let it be humility, or let it be pride, accord» 
ing to the choice of my reader: for theſe, 
28 they are in the human heart, are twin 
brothers, and hardly diſtinguiſhable, Jeſus 
Chriſt my Lord, is all in all to me, in whom | 
I have righteouſneſs, peace, and} Joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt. | 


As ſuch who believe our report, are but 
few: And the multitude, though oppo- 
nents to each other, yet joining to decry 

3 our 
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our matter, printing and publiſhing were 
rendered too burdenſome to me: And the 
expence, which a few of my friends have 
been at on that account, giving me pain, I 
had no other intention than to leave behind 
me in manuſcript, what I bad written, or 
ſhould write, to the providence of aur Sa- 
viour. | 


But you, brethren, having ſpontaneoully, 
at leaſt without my ſollicitation, contributed 
to the, publication of my writings, I ſub- 
mit; and here preſent you with the doc- 
trine of liberty, the liberty wherewith Chriſt 
hath made us free, | | 


0 * 


The next intended for publication is a 
volume of letters, on the freeneſs, fulneſs, 
and extent of the great ſalyation. 


Then, 


n pA F A 0 . 

Then, if you chooſe it, the ehefubimt 
cal myſtery, or an attempt to explain the 
viſion of Ezekiel the e by the river 
Chebar. 


I have alſo by mea writing entitled the 
Miniſtry of the-New Teſtament, written 
ſome years ſince. Theſe, with others, if 
your zeal continue, may make their ap- 


— 


But through all, my brethren, let you 
and me be careful to keep in view our one, 
our only object, Jeſus Chriſt and him eruci- 
fied, in whom, and for whoſe ſake, I a 


your brother and ſervant, 


1 


GALATIANS V. 1 


STAND FAST THEREFORE IN THE LIBERTY 
WHEREWITH CHRIST, HATH MADE us 
FREE, Aub BE NOT ENTANGLED AGAIN 
WITH THE. YOKE OF BONDAGE. 21, t 
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IBERTY, may bg-: DTS into 

civil, religious, and divine; and under 
each conſideration, valuable above all price. 
—Civil liberty conſiſts in freedom from every 
ſpecies of ſlavery : it is the birth-right of free- 
born man, and what the author of nature has 
inveſted him with the * of. . 


Reer age has 1 thoſe ; who from 
their attachment to civil liberty, and the natural 
rights of mankind, did not ſpare their fortunes ; 
nay, nor where the glorious cauſe required it, 
did they with-hold the precious life. 


B Religious 
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PR liberty, implies freedom to worſhip 
God, according to the ſentiment and dictates of 
the worſhipper's conſtience. This alfois a jewel, 
which cannot be too highly prized : to procure 
and preſerve this, the child of wiſdom, will find 
no difficulty in parting with every other bleſſing 

of life. | 


Theſe definitions of liberty, are founded in 
right reaſon, and may be conſidered as the voice 
of nature : for, as Moſes put the Urim and 
Thummim into the breaſt plate, on the high 
prieſt's garment; ſo when the Creator formed 
man, he put into his boſam the love of liberty; 
and gave him a rightful claim to it, as a diſ- 


GT dier his ippors. 


Bot, when the le virtues of 333 na- 
ture were extinguiſhed by ambition: when man 
Aſpiring to be a god, was repelled beneath him- 
ſelf, and ſunk even to the brute ; this vir- 
tue was alſo extinguiſhed, or ſo veiled with ob- 
ſcurity, that his love of liberty did no longer 


To remedy this, or at leaſt to preſerve a mo- 
nument of what had once been, inſtruction, 
formed on revelation, was deſigned to brighten 

.._ ne 
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the human mind, reſpecting ita original love of 
liberty: and in the abſence of certain vices it 
ſo prevailed, that in a few, (perhaps not one 
among a thouſand) ſome nnn of this 
vimoe are perceivable. ; Ni. 


The man with . this jewel is ſound⸗ 
may, I confeſs, be ſubject to many like paſſions 
with others: but there are vices with which the 
love of liberty is totally incompatible : ſach is 
that deteſtable root of all evit THE LOVE 
OF MONEY : ſuch that flend- like feeling the 
LUST OF POWER: withall, the dæmons ot 
CRUELTY and REVENGE. Theſe cannot 
dwell in the ſame heart with the love /, much 
leſs with a diſintereſted attachment 7s, the hea- 
venly virtue liberty, being perfectly ineanſiſtent 
therewith. Be this ever our maxim, never to 
expect the friend of liberty, in whom hee, or 
any one of bem have the helm of the a | 


J wd 5 is 


There is alſo a goſpel liberty, founded on the 

revelation of God, or the holy fcriptures; with 
this, neither the goodneſs nor power of man in! 
veſts us, nor may we be diveſted of it by his 


cruelty and pride, This we may ſtill be poſ⸗ 
; SE, feed 
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ſeſſed of, ſhould tyranny ſtrip us of liberty under 
other ſhapes ; nor can fines, bonds, impriſon- 
ments, corporal pains, nor death itſelf, bereave 
us of this bleſſing : ſuch is the liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made us free: to the inveſtigation of 
which liberty, as a witneſs of Jeſus, rather than 
a politician, I chooſe to confine myſelf in the 
| er diſcourſe. | 


' Preparatory to this, I have already obſerved, 
that thoſe who are under the influence of parti- 
cular paſſions, cannot be the friends of liberty : 
to theſe, let me here add, the unthinking part 
of mankind: for there are, who from natural feel- 
ing and ſentiment, chooſe death rather than life, 
and bondage rather than liberty; witneſs the ce- 
remony of boring the car under the Old Teſta- 
ment. | 


©2411 


Such, who os reaſons before mentioned) 
are enemies to liberty, both name and thing, 
are prudentially obliged to give what they op- 
poſe ſome opprobrious name; to authenticate 
their oppoſition with a ſhade of reaſon.— Hence, 
it is uſual with ſuch, to brand liberty (civil, re- 
ligious and divine) with the deteſtable name of 
| licentiouſneſs ; feigning this virtuous plea, 
God forbid that we ſhould be enemies to li- 
berty, it is licentiouſneſs only that we ſtand up 

2 againſt, 


[ $3 
againſt, The  plauſibilicy of which plea; in 
defiance: of right reaſon, moſt 2 
takes hold of the mind of -many people. 


But the fallacy of this argument, is eaſily diſ- 
cerned . where it is remembered, that licentiouſ- 
neſs in civil and religious life, is puniſhable by 
the laws; and that the execution of theſe laws, 
is in the hands of thoſe who are enemies to li- 
berty, and from whoſe zeal, &c. it is natutal to 
expect, that chaſtiſement would tread on the 
heels of tranſgreſſion, could it be proved that 
the laws were offended. Therefore, where chaſ- 
tiſement is not inflicted on ſuch who ſtand 
charged with licentiouſneſa, let it not be imputed 
to the lenity of power, but to the illegality of 
the charge, where liberty is called liceatiouſneſs. 


Undoubtedly, the apoſtle conſidered liberty 
as the firſt of bleſſings, where he ſo- earneſtly 
and pathetically exhorts the chriſtians to ſtand 
faſt in the liberty where with Chriſt hath made us 
freez and not to be again entangled with the 
you of * 2 


The apatite accounted this ber precious 
and invaluable : 1 be 


Fut, 


— — — 
. N os re — — 


Firſt, From its Author, Chriſt, all the works 
of Jeſus are perfect in wiſdom, and purity z they 
merit the approbation of God, and the everlaſt- 
ing praile of men and n. 


Secondly, From its —— to men, 
it is a — wherewith Chriſt hath made US 


free 


His caution, Scand ut therefore in he 
berty, dec. hath its reaſons, 


. - Firfty From the nature of man, as prone to 
err, ſtumble and fall; and alſo from the ſlip- 
perineſs of the ſtate itſelf: aſtate, which accord» 
ing to true conſcioufneſs, we hardly attain te 


and with difficulty perſevere in. 


Before we trace the beauty and excellence of 
the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, 
It will be proper to contraſt it with that yoke of 
W from which wm freed us. 


The yoke of bondage hk belt, T he law 
of ceremonies; which law indeed was the 
only preached goſpel that the Jews had, -and 
conſiſted in doings and ſufferings z and at beſt 


was but as a lattice, through which darkneſs 
Was 


171 
was blended with light. and therefore exhibit- 
ing but 8 faint pattera of heavenly things. 


Under this diſpenſation, the moſt faithful war- 


ſhipper could have no juſt idea of the grace that 
bringeth ſalvation, bur by means of his own 
perſonal ſufferings, toil and expence : hende, 
with propriety called a yoke of bondage; which 
yoke, until Chriſt, the faithful themſelves were 
entangled with, however inſtruRively and pa- 
tiently they bare it; but from this, and every 


other yu of n Chriſt has made us 


Th were alſo the ten words, the Decalogue, 
or as ſundry call it, The Moral Law. Undar 
this yoke, were all mankind reſpecting its de- 
mand, its threatening, 


tranſgreſſor, it curſed him, and doomed him to 


everlaſting pains, as an equal, amen 
his offence. 


Theſe conſtituted that bondage, under which 
the whole creation groaned; that yoke which 
galled the neck of the nations, and made them 
ſigh fordeliverance.—From this bondage, Jeſus 
of Nazareth hath made us free, and with a li- 
berty 


its curſe, It required _ 
out the leaſt abatement. But finding man a 


; 
| 
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pill unſpeakably advantageous ;' a liberty be- 

_— its glorious Author, [full of "ue and 
This leads me to conſider, 121 


F iſt, The nature ** properties of the liber 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us free. 


Secondly, The means by which he effefed it, 


Thirdly, © The reaſons of the admonitin 
« Stand falt, 8 


- that hw Chriſt hach made us 
free, ſtands diſtinguiſhed above every other 
| ſenſe of the term, as the heavens are above the 
earth. It is FREE to «s, we obtained it not 
by our ſwords, nor ſupplications. It remains to 
us, when liberty in every other ſenſe may be 
loſt, nor can penalties, nor pains, even to death 
itſelf deprive us of it. The Author of this li- 
berty is unchangeable, his gifts and callings are 
without repentance; he will not recall his grant, 
nor repent of the kindneſs which he hath-ſhewn 
to the ſons of men, 


The liberty wherewith Chriſt hath wade us 
free, implies, a total change of the Moſaical 
- worſhip, teſpecting its - uſages, Ceremonies, 


modes, forms, and even ordinances. +: . .» 
At 


131 


At the head of theſe, ſtood the obſervation 
of days: according to Moſes, -** God bleſſed the 
ſeventh day, and ſanctified it; and ſaid to man, 


remember that thou keep holy the ſeventh day, 
it is the ſabbath of the Lond thy God.” WES? 


On this day, they were not only to ceaſe from 
all manual toil ; themſelves, their cattle, and 
the ſtranger within their gates; but from every 
toilſome, and pleaſurable exerciſe of the mind 
alſo : Their own works, their own words, their 
own thoughts, their own pleaſure, were ſtrictly 
prohibited them, on the holy day of their * 
tor. 


But, hear what our apoſtle ſays, reſpecting 
theſe matters Let no man judge you in re- 
ſpect of an holy day, or of the new moon, 
or of the ſabbath.” Elſe where One man, 
eſteemeth one day above another, another man 
eſteemeth every day alike, let every man be 
My perſuaded i in his own mind. - 


Thus, according to the — a chriflian, 
is at liberty, as to the Jewiſh or any other ſab». 
bath, either to obſerve them above all other | 

days, or not; but we are to act from faith and 
ſentiment. „ 
er Sa- 


' 
; 
; 
' 
| 
| 
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Sacrifices (of which there was a great variety 
under the Old Teſtament, and on various ac- 
counts) were toilſome and expenſive to the 
worſhippers, and being withal vailed with ob- 
ſcurity, the ordinance was unintelligible to the 
greateſt part, and productive of labour and ſor- 
row : for, all that is not of faith is fin : this 
added to the inſupportable yoke ; but now Jeſus 
having offered up himſelf through the eternal 
Spirit, unto God, there remainerh no other ſa- 
crifice for ſin. 


The liberty Sbercwitft Chriſt hath made us 
free, hath perfectly, and for ever exempted us 
from the toil, expence, and obſcurity of ſacri- 
fiee; bloody, and unbloody, external, and in- 
ternal, of merit, or of grarltude'; theſe, all 


contributing to conſtitute that yoke of bon- 


dage, wherewith all the generations of men, 
ftom the firſt Adam, to the coming of the ſes 
cond Adam, Have been entangled. 


As an incorporating myſtery, and for other 
purpoſes, circumcifion was enjoined to all the 
Hebrew males; from eight days old and up- 
ward: It was painful and bloody, yet ordained, 
to be punctualſy arid ſtrictly obſerved, through- 


out all their generations, on the penalties of 
pains 


1 a8 3 
pains ſtill more grievous. God ſaid to Abra- 
ham, „the man- child, who is not circumciſed, 
his ſoul ſhall be cut off from his people, he 
hath broken covenant.” 


But the pole to.the Genziley ops, — Bes 


hold, I Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be gir- | 


cumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing.” 
Here is an undeniable change of matters. The 
fu ſt was the yoke of bondage, the laſt, is the 
liberty where with Chriſt hath made vs free z and 
whigh we are encouraged and and to ſtand 
faßt e. 5 | 


Tt the above, I might add diſtiaQions of 
meats ; 3 As clean, or unclean : vo ws, purifica- 
tions, tithes, and other matters: all which 
were an addition to the yoke of bondage, from 
which our Lord and Saviour r Jeſus Chriſt hath 
made us free. 


Circumciſion, and the keeping of the law of 
Moſes, by ſome (who pretended to chriſtianity) 
deemed neceſſary to ſalvation, were, by the apoſ- 
tle Peter, called © a yoke which neither they, 
nor their fathers were able to bear; to impoſe 


which, upon the neck of the diſciples, would 


be to tempt the Almighty, But there can be 
C 2 none 


| 
( ' 
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none other reaſon given for ſuch a change, than, 
that it was the liberty wan, Chriſt hath 
made us free. 4 
From the decalogue, or moral law, ſo far as 


it was grievous, and contrary to us, hath Chriſt 
alſo ſet us fte. | 


This law, curſeth all, who continue not to 
do all things written in the book thereof : but 
all mankind have finned, and have come ſhort 
of the glory of God; therefore all mankind 
are by nature under the curſe of the law. Thus 
the apoſtle—** As many as are of the works of 
the law, are under the curſe; © for it is written, 
Curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the law 
to do them.“ But Chriſt hath redeemed us 
from the curſe of the law: And there ſhall 
be no more curſe,” ſuch is the liberty where- 
with Chriſt hath made us free. 


The liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us 
free, ſhelters, and even exempts us from every 
threatening of the law, iſſued out againſt the 
ſinner and the ungodly; infomuch that no 
(though confeſſed in ourſelves to be ungodly, 
carnal, and ſold under fin ; yet the threatnings 

having 
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having been already executed upon the finner 
and the uhgodly, in the obedient, humiliated, 
ſuffering perſon of Jeſus ; who has freed us 
from every threatning of the law); we ſtand 
no longer expoſed-to ſuch threatnings, nor are 
we todes intimidated thereby. 

The law, diveſted of its power of puniſhing, 
hath no longer the force of a law: for, what 
only ſerves to DIRECT the rational being, having 
neither pains nor penalties to obige him, is im- 
properly called a law: But pains and pe- 
nalties the law cannot inflict, on whom Chriſt 
hath delivered from the curſe thereof: For thus 
faith the apoſtle, 4 Chriſt. hath redeemed us 
from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe 
for us.” Therefore we are not under the law 
but under en nor can ſin have note dominioa 
over us. 


As Chriſt hath made us free from the curſe of 
the law, we come not not * unto the mount 
that might be touched, and that burned with 
fire, unto blackneſs, and darkneſs, and tempeſt, 
and the ſound of a trumpet, and the voice of 
words; which they that heard, intreated that 
the word ſhould not be ſpoken to them any 
more, for they could not endure that which was 

com. 


commanded. But made free from the curſe, 
the threatenings; and terrors of the law; the 
precept is no longer in force nor hath it ub 
any other uſe, than (by detecting the fallacy), 
to prevent the growth and riſe of human righ · 
teouſneſs, as in oppoſition to the righteouſneſs of 
God. | 


I have now to conſider the means, whereby 
Chriſt effected this gracious and glorious deli- 
verance, for the helpleſs ſons of men. With 
reſpe& to the ceremonial law, Chriſt made vs 
free from that as he was the true antitype of all 
its contents. The ordinances of that law, from 
firſt to laſt, were appointed as types, and figures, 
of him who was to come. Some related to the 
myſtery of his perſon; others to his offices, 
while ſundry were ordained ſymbols of the ſal- 
vation by him to be effected, and * the happi- 
* attendant thereon. 


But, when Jeſus, once in the end of the 
world, made his appearance; fulfilling all righ- 
teouſneſs,: and putting away fin, by the ſacrifice 
of himſelf; he abrogated the law of commang- 
ments, contained in ordinances: they having 
no appointment or utility, beyond his appear- 
ing Since which, the uſe of theſe things, or 

I any 
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any of them, ſerve only as a proof of the i is. 
notance, or infidelity pe the uſer, | | 


A 


Again, Jeſus Chriſt trade u ee from all | 


theſe, with an everlaſting liderty ; by his own © 


ſubmiſñon to them: for his ſubmiſſion was not 
merely that of an individual, obeying for him- 
ſelf; nor was it that of a leader, or Taw-giver, 
who meant, by ſuch a ſubmiſſion, to enforce his 
example; but it was that of every man, com- 


prehended in his Head Chtiſt, whoſe fudſtitute 
and ſurety he was. 


Thus, every man, in Chi. kept the ordi- 
nantes of God, and walked in them blameleſs. 
Hetice we read, of being circumciſed in Him, 
and of putting off che body of the fins of the 
fleſh, by the circumcifion of Chriſt : compre- 
hended in him, petſonated Jy him, we haye kept 
the whole law, and are conſidered accordingly. 
This, we are made conſcious of, in the belief of 
the truth; and here, what had a literal ordina- 
tion, becomes ſpiritualized, and is no longer of 
the letter, but of the Spirit. 


What was impoſed upon individuals, by them 
to be done, and ſuffered, was of the dead and 


and killing letter; but this being fulfilled upon 


and 
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and done zy all, at once in Chriſt ; is known, 
by ſuch who believe, to be no longer of the 
letter, but of the Spirit: for what we are called 
upon to do and /uffer in our own perſons, is ex- 
ternal, literal, and of the fleſb,: but, what the 
goſpel accounts us to have done, and ſuffered in 
the perſon of Chriſt, without our on perſonal 
toil, giving us peace and purity, therefrom: I 
would call Spirit and life, thus, . The letter kill- 
eth, but the Spirit giveth life” Such is the li- 
berty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, and 
theſe the means by which he has effected it. | 


Keſpecting the decalogue, or as it is called 
the Moral Law, the Lord the Saviour, put 
himſelf i into our condition * when the fullneſs 
of time was come, God ſent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law,” Thus found, 
in condition and faſhion as a man, the law 
urged i its claim upon him, nor would it acquit 
him, until he had paid the utmoſt farthing. 


He obeyed the precept, he bloſſomed with 
virtue and glory, and brought forth fruit in 
perfection; holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate 
from ſinners, higher than the r off in his 
obedience were the beauties of holineſs, and with 


theſe he inveſted the indigent ſons of men. 
| Thus, 


LW 

Thus, has he given us à claim o, and put 
us in poſſeſſion f, his own.; immaculate obedi- 
ence, 10 every precept of che divine law, in 
letter and ſpirit ; and, that from his grace and. 


bounty, independant of our own perſonal tail, 


we might be perfectly obedient, before God, and 
to our own conſcience. Hence, the prophet 
had his meſſage, Speak ye comfortably to 
Jeruſalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare 
is accompliſhed” theſe ridings, of grace and 
peace, were directed to be loudly. reported in 
the ears of thoſe who had hitherto been totally 
ignorant of them. Here, the obedience of Jeſus 
Chriſt alone, without works of righteouſneſs as 


done by us, is repreſented as the accompliſh- 1 
ment of our warfare :. ſuch is the liberty where 


with Chriſt hath made us free. 


{ # 


| By bs bone: made TR ws wr us, he | 


freed us from the curſe of the law; when, by 
the grace of God he taſted death for every man, 
he Jooſed them from the pains, thereof: his 


ſoul deſcending into, hell, delivered our, ſouls: 


from going down into the pit; for in him God 


found a ranſom for the ſons of men. 100 th 


In the blood-ſhedding and dead?” of Jeſus, 
the “eye was rendered for the eye, and the 
D tooth 
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tooch for the tooth: in theſe, our debes were 
paid, and all our offences cabceled for in 
theſe, there was found the equal chaſtifement, 
aid The chaſtiſetent of our peace was upon 
bim; and with hiv Rripes we are heated He 
blotted out the handwriting that was againſt 
os, hich was contfary to us, and took it out 
of thi way, ele oral. | 


(943k / l 
— of -0nfinaneesy demands cis 
Jawauit is ſo called, -ptobadly, from its being 
the ef hind-writivg, and the origin of letters 1 
Or by way of &tfitience,” from the writer; the 
tables of the Iaw were inſcribed by the finger of 
God Nithſelf ; and therefore eminently the Band. 
during. That it was againſt vs, and contrary 
to us, was owing to our tmbectlity of nature; 
being wholly incapable of obeying the precept, 
6t of eſtaping the ttrſe :-—by reaſon of which, 
what was tommahded could not be endured ; 
The pretepr was intolerable, it anathamatized 
the Children of men without diſtinction, nor 
Bad'it'a bleffing for rhe moſt upright among 
them. Bur this hand-wriring the Saviour blot- 
ted out; "a web and nailing ir 
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' Mailing it to i eroſb, implies, that the oon 
ditions of | this band-wrizing, were fulfilled, in 
his ſufferings and death: In theſe, all ita dg- 
mands were perſectiy atiſw ened its utmoſt, 
yea, ite moſt rigoraus puny{hment endured, and 
blotted it out in its curſe, s:thicatping, and in 
ics demand; and nailed it to the trophy of hie 
crob6. Theſe were the means, whereby Chriſt 
2 the Wore men rk =o us 


But, 4 a hear me this Jay, may. Yet 
m_ that my doctrine lacks its rationale: — 
and will till be aſking bow can theſe things be? 
Hom can the innocent ſuffer in juſtice, and how 
can his obedience, and ſufferings make the finger 
and the ungodly free? Unto which 1 reply— 
Jeſvs/Chriſt our Lord, was in all things | per- 
fectiy qualified for this grand uodercaking : 
He was the man of God's xjght-hand, the ſan 
of man wha he made ſtrong for bimſelf: * Ja 
Chuiſt, mercy and truth et tagecher, righteouſ- 
neſs and peace killed each other: truth ſprang 
out of the-earch, my emis _ 


from unt f. 
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* He was qualißed from che will of God ; 
who from everlaſting had appointed him to this 
office. The apoftle ſpeaking of- Chriſt, ſays, 
% Ne was before all things, and by him all 
things confiſt.” Before all things, in point of 
-antiquity, as the firſt-born of every creature, 
the beginning of the creation of God: the firſt 
and chief of all his ways. Before all things in 
Point of value; among all the ſons of God and 
man, Ie is as the apple - tree among the trees 

of the wood: valuable from his beauty, purity, 
faithfulneſs, and truth : valuable from his per · 
fectiba 1 in all things: : valuable towards God, as 
being the expreſs image of his perſon,” and the 
brightneſs of his glory 3 the fulfiller of all his 
vill, and on earth, and in heaven, his faithful 
witneſs. Before all things, in value to the ſons of 
men; as being their eternal Saviour, their re- 
* their pbtifier; their wiſdom, righteouſ- 
neſs, ſanification, and redemption. He was 
before all things in the love of God, For the 
Farher loverh the Son,” hwwl ſhewerh! him all 


* honour the Son, even as they aer the Fa · 


ther: He that honoureth not the Son, honour- 
eth not the Father which hath ſeht him.“ Nei- 
ther angels nor man, are immediately the ob- 
jects of the love of God: Jeſus, being the pri- 
3 Mary, 
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mary, yea, the ſole object of the Father's love, 
and the medium between God and man. Upon 
him, as the pre-eminent, the glorious head, the 
crown. was placed, the holy anointing poured, 
and the hands of the Father of lights laid. 


| „eee all chings, as the origin of 
beings: creation in all its variety, originated 
from the Father's love to him. As we read. 

All things, were made hy him and for him and 
he is the appointed heir of all things,” . 


Jeſus was before all things, teſpecting the 
various revolutions. that have paſſed over the 
face of nature from the beginning: As man 
was formed for bim, ſo was it by reaſon of him, 
that he was ſubjected to vanity : the honour 
and glory, reſulting to Chriſt, from the redemp- 
tion and free ſalvation of mankind, and from 
their being brought into a ſtate of entire depen- 
dance on him, was the firſt movement in this 
wonderful machinery: ſuch was the decree of 
the eternal Father: Hence, I fay he was qua- 
liked from the will of God. 


| r Chriſt our Lord, was quali- 
ied to make us free, with a liberty unſpeak- 
ably Slorious; from his voluntary and joytul 
com- 
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eomplianee with the will of God, The 'apoſ- 
tle introduces the Saviour, ſpeiking to the Fa- 
ther, ſaying, «In burnt offerings and ſueri- 
fices for fin, thou Haft had no pleaſure: Ihen 
ſaid I; lo 1 come to do thy will O Ged. Ke 
is repreſented as coming joyful to the work; 
leapiag upon the mountains, and ſkipping upon 
the hills Therefore doth my Father love me. 
(ſaith the Saviour), vecauſe I lay down my life, 

that I might take it again. No man taketh it 
from me, but lay it don of myſelf,” ' 


| Jefus was alſo qualified to] make Whee 
from the myſtery, and grace of his perſon, 
Before his appearing in the fleſh, it was decreed 

and predicted, chat his name ſhould be Emanuel, 
which is interpreted, Grd with ur: 'A Watte 
intimation of two natures in one perſon: yea of 
the fullneſs of the Godhead, and the fulſheſs of 
the manhood, dwelling bodily in him: The con- 
junction of theſe, forms the erymon of Ema- 
nuel, or God with us—Hence the” bfi 


ſings, 


Thy name, Immanuel, points my fey out; 
God with me, and I with him united. 
In thy bleſt perſon—Whilſt thou art God and 
Map, but yet one Chrift, I ſhall be happy: 
The 


[2] 

The union of two natures. in one, and 
Only one, unchanging dame, and. perſon, 
Eternally preſerves me: that union 5 

Is my hie: if that may not diſſol ve, then 

Am I ſaſe: for that's the ground of all my 
Tan des 7 n laſt when ſun 

and 
Nen Gil thn anche dew tins 
| erred Faroe: — If 


1 to ha a 8 of the 
dame Immanuel; Jeſus, as man, is capable of 
| ſuffering and as God, of dignifying his ſuf- 

ferings z in ſo glorious a manner, as to render 
them more than a plenary ſatisfaction, and 
atonement for the ſin of the world. It was als 
ways underſtood by the faithful worſhippers of 
old times, that the altar was greater than the 
gift 3 and that the ſacrifice, apart from the altar, 
had no virtue in it; but, in contact with the 
altar, it was holy, and acceptable: For it was 


_ ordained, that whatever wehe Aae Agate 
be holy. 


| According to the myſtery of the name 
Immanuel, the human nature was the ſacrifice, 
and the Godhead the altar : Here the altar 


ſanctifjed the oblation ; while the oblation im- 
pregnating 
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pregnating the virtues of the altar, was ſatisfac- 
. ann B40. 0 Na 
mensa a Ie is of ——. = 

the high. prieft ſhould have ſomewhat-to offer.” 
Zut Jeſus, conſidered, merely according to his 
divine, or human nature, had nothing to offer : 
as Goc, he was immutable, impaſſible, and 
could not oſſer himſelf: under that conſidera- 
tion, the altar is apart from the ſacrifice, and 
can neither-reek nor nor ſmoke—Merely' as man, 
he was the facrifice, apart from | the altar; and 
therefore without the neceſſary virtue: which 
the faerifice could only have, by union with the 
altar. But, as God-man, every requiſite meets 
in him: There he who was God, bleſſed: for 
ever, being manifeſt in the fleſh, rendered him- 
ſelf capable of officiating as high-prieſt lie 
had a nature capable of ſufferings and —_ 
ae therefore ſomewhat to offer. b 


nder the law the high-prieſt had only the 
fleſh and blood of beaſts to offer; though the 
| ſhadow of good things, yet not the very image 
of theſe good things; and therefore obſcure, 
and as a vail over the face of Moſes, © i 


But 
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But Jeſus had ſamething more valuable to 
offer: He offered up himſelf, body and foul, 
8s 3 perſect oblation, an equitable and plenary 
ſacrifice, and ſatisfaftion, for the fin of the 
world. Yea, Jeſus had yet more to offer: He 
had the offender himſelf, to offer up to the 
ſword of juſtice.— When the ſon of Bichri the 
Benjamite, tebelled againſt King David, and 
being purſued by Joab, was by him ſhut-up 
and beſieged in Abel; a' certain wiſe woman, 
an inhabitant of that city, called to Joab, 
and thus reaſoned with him from the top of the 
wall: Thou ſeekeſt to deſtroy a city, and 
mother in Iſrael; why wilt thou ſwallow up the 
inhe ritance of the Lord ?” Unto which Joab. - 
replied, · Far be it, far be it from me, to ſwal · 
low upot deſtroy: The matter is not ſo: but a 
man of Mount Ephraim, Sheba, the ſon of 
Bichri, by name, hath lifted up his hand 
againſt the king, even againſt David;; deliver 
him only, and I will depart from the city.“ 
The woman in her wiſdom perſuaded the men 
of the city, who cut off the head of Sheba, 
and threw it over the wall to Joab ; who imme 
diately raiſed the ſiege _ Gandof _—_— 
_ departed. 


E | He re, 
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Here the wiſe woman officiating as prieſt 
for the citizens of Abel, had ſomewhat to offer; 
the ſole offender was within their walls, and he 
being offered up to the ſtroke of juſtice, the 
{word was an and che voice * war F Was 
heard no more. OT” 9:30 


— 


Jeſs; offciming as bigh prieſt bad al the 
offender to offer up: he not only bare our ini- 
quities, but our perſons : Juſtice purſued, over- 
took, and puniſhed the ſinner in his perſon: in 
his body, in his — in OP [2h a 
and faculty of _ | 


The juſt Judge of all che earth, hed: chreat⸗ 
ned to wound the head of his enemies, and 
the hairy ſcalp of ſuch a one as goeth on ſtill 
in his treſpaſſes.— Was not this accompliſhed in 
Jeſus, who was wounded for our tranſgreflions, 
and bruiſed for our iniquities? It was: and 
our hairy ſcalp was pierced, when the crown 
of thorns was impoſed and preſſed on his de- 
voted head. From the crown of the head, to 
the ſole of the foot, the ſinner ſtood expoſed 
in the body of Jeſus, to the chaſtiſing rod and 
penal ſcourge: his ſcalp, his face, his back, 
his breaſt, his heart, his hands, his feet, ex- 
bibited the footſteps of divine juſtice in purſuit 


of 
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of the ſinner: yea the ravages of vengeance 

themſelves over all Immanuel's land. 
And ſuch was the fury of the avenger, that not 
one bodily ſenſe of the ſufferer was ſpared: 
His ear was wounded with the fcries and inſults 
of an enraged and blaſpheming multitude ; 
howling for juſtice, condemnation and puniſh- 
ment upon the great tranſgreſſor ;— His eye, 
with | beholding that diabolic pleaſure, where- 
with.the ſpectators viewed his unſpeakable ſor- 
rows and ſuffermgs; and when inſupportable 
thirſt ſo prevailed over him, as to conſtrain him 
to cry out, the vinegar and the gall was offered 
to his palate. 


Nor was it enough, that the ſinner was thus 
chaſtiſed with wounds, and bruiſes, and tor- 
ments. inexpreſſible, in his mangled body; but 
the ſou! of Jeſus muſt alſo-ſuffer ; he muſt un- 
dergo the gnawings of the deathleſs worm, and 
feel the ſcorchings of the quenchleſs fame ; be- 

fore he could give us life and liberty. Hence 
his incomprehenſible complaint! My ſoul is 
exceedingly ſorrowful, even unto death” - And 
hence that ſore amazement, which rendered him 
as a man at his wits end; with his hands upon 
his loins, and his face gathering paleneſs: O! 
it was the day of Jacob's troubles, nor can the 
E 2 annals 


( 88 1 
annals of time, nor will the ages of eternity, re · 
cord a day like this: when; in his humiliation, 
his judgment was taken away, and none could 
declare his Ene for his itfe was taken 
from the earth. . a 129 2; 


% 


The ſorrows of death compaiid bim, * i the 
pains of hell gat hold upon him; he found 
trouble and ſorrow : what his ſorrows and pains 
were, neither men nor angels can fully ſay: for 
there was never ſortow like unto his ſorrow: 
that he endured all the miſeries due to man's of- 
fence, the ſcriptures authorize us to declare: 
For he had not only ſomewhat to offer, but he 
had in himſelf all that to offer which ſtricteſt 


juſtice could demand. 


The apoſtle ſays— He who knew no fin 
was made ſin for us:“ the equity of which, he 
explains under the figure of the firſt man and 
woman: ſpeaking of the latter, he ſays, . Adam 
was not deceived, but the woman being de- 
ceived, was in the tranſgreſſion.” (Elſewhere 
he ſays) ** Nevertheleſs, neither is the man 
without the woman, neither the woman without 
the man in the Lord,” —And again—* For this 
cauſe ſhall a man leave his father and mother, 


and ſhall be _ unto his wife, and they two 
| ſhall 
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ſhall be one fleſn. This is a great myſtery, but 
I ok un Chriſt and the church. 50 


* thi laſt quotation, 1 have authority to 
ſay That Chriſt. is the man, and the church 
the woman, intended throughout the whole; 
in the Spirit. Chriſt, the huſband, was not de- 
ceived ; but the church, the wife, being de- 
ceived, was in the tranſgreſſion.—But Chriſt was 
not without the church, nor the church without 
Chriſt in the Lord: In the will, purpoſe, and 
decree of the Lord: In the Lord's knowledge, 
view and account of things ;—on which ac- 
count, the tranſgreſſions of the church, were 
transferrable to Jeſus, who was made fin for us: 
and the Lord hath laid on owns the i 1 of 


us all. 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, the author of our li- 
berty and freedom, was inveſted with the right 
and power of our redemption, from his kindred 
relation to us: he and we are both of one, for 
which cauſe he is not aſhamed to call us brethren. 
— His Father is our Father, and his God is our 
God. But let us, with joy and reverence, in 
time and in eternity, confeſs the diſtinction; 
Chriſt the elder, and we the younger brethren: 


Chriſt the firſt born, who opening the matrix 
2 of 
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of the morning, was the immediate portion of 
God, and entitled to, and inveſted with; the of- 
fice, dignity, . and power of prieſt and prince 
in the family ; while-men and angels! were or- 
dained to bow ws deen * and _ 
him. | I net | | 


From his kindred R to the people, he 
was equitably inveſted with the office and power 
of a redeemer, even of their Redeemer and Sa- 
viour: this office, according to the ordinance of 
God, was inherent in the neareſt kinſman, who 
was bound to redeem the mortgaged inheritance, 
to marry the widow, and to raiſe up ſeed to the 
deceaſed; except he pleaded the want of power 
or diſlike, and his plea was admitted by the 
judges. But even zhis excuſe, was attended 
with the reproaching ceremony of pulling off 
his ſhoe, and of ſpitting in his face, to be done 
by the refuſed. 


Theſe laws and cuſtoms were all typical of 
Jeſus, in whom, being our neareſt kinſman, the 
right of redemption was inherent.— And fo 
far was he from ſignifying diſlike, or from re- 
fuſing, on any conſideration, to comply with 
the ordinance, that it was the joy which he had 
in proſpect, when he endured the croſs and deſ- 

piſed 
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piſed the ſname. Thus was he qualified to 
make us free, from his kindred relation to us. 


From kindred relation among the Hebrews, 
ſprang marriage union; near kindred, or family 
relationſhip, antegedent to marriage, was con- 
ſidered as neceſſary to the validity of the ordi- 
nancez and to the ſubſequent happineſs of the 
ſtate. In this particular, Eſau, whom the holy 
Ghoſt calls a profane perſon, greatly erred, as 
he did indeed in all things relating to the Meſ- 
ſiah, : he ſported with the honours conferred 
vpon him, and made light of the glories of 
the Mefſiah'z he preferred the gratiſication of 
his natural cravings to his birthright, though it 
had the prieſthood annexed to it; and was withal 
a priviledge leading to Chriſt, and a type of his 
title to the heavenly inheritance; =—— Moſes ſays, 
% Eſau deſpiſed his birthright”: i. e. the myſ- 
tery and grace of it, being a deiſt, as Cain had 
been before him: What profit ſays he, ſhall 
this birthright, (or this Chriſt) do to me?” 
And ſo for a piece of bread, and a meſs of red 
pottage of beans, he renounced Chriſt, and the 
typical title, which he was poſſeſſed of; as the 
firſt born: From ignorance or contempt, Eſau 
{till added to his prophaneneſs; for inſtead of 
conforming to the Patriarchal cuſtom, which 

implied 


1 
implied a divine ordinance ; he 260k to wife 


two of the daughters of Canaan, aeg keting his 
own kindred and N 


When Eſau se Gs: wa this bi 
condu#t pleaſed not Iſaac: bis father; he, to te- 
medy the matter, took to his farmer wives, the 
daughter of Iſhmael, the illegitimate ſon of 
Abraham: But in this tranſaction he was as 

wide of the Mea noel 122 _ Was 
2 0138397 ennin; Ils at beni! 


n as apr | was, We i rs Mount Sinai, 
10 Arabia, ſo Iſhmael was the law from that 
mount, and his daughter anſwered to ſelf- 
tighteouſneſs, which - righteouſneſs Eſau miſ⸗- 
took for the roo Shah of faith, implied i in 
eee Kiosk.: 33 


Marriage union * on el kin- 
dred, was typical of Chriſt, and of his way 
with the church, whoſe family. _ or 
kindred, as I have already ſhewn, 

previous to their marriage. Thus the 7 
tle, —*< Foraſmuch as the children were par- 
takers of fleſh and blood, he alſo himſelf 
partook of the ſame,” Here a kindred rela- 


tion between Chriſt and the church, antecedent 
to 


1 33 ] 

to his incarnation, is undeniably implied, and 
even aſſigned as the reaſon of his being made 
fleſh, 


Again=the fame apoſtle, from the inſtance 
of Adam and Eve, corroborates the doctrine: 
ſpeaking of the Lord Chriſt, he ſays, * W6 
are members of his body, of his fleſh and of 
his bones. For this cauſe ſhall a man leave his 


father and his mother, and ſhall be joined unto 
his wife, and they two ſhall be one fleſh. This is 


a great myſtery : but I ſpeak concerning Chrilt 
and the church. N 


When God made the rib, which he took from 
man tb be 4 #man, and thus formed, brought 
her to the man—the man faid, © ſhe is How 
bone of my bones, and fleſh of my fleſh.” —Nowz 
though poſſeſſed of perſonality; © ſhe is fleſh 
of my fleſh, and bone of my bones, as truly 
as when ſhe exiſted only in me:“ i, e. diſtinc- 
tion of perſon, hath not diſſolved the bonds of 
kindred relation and union, from everlaſting 
ſabliſting between us; or what ſubfiſted on the 
day that God created man, when he created them 
male and female, and called their name Adam. 


F Eve, 
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Eve, being originally created together with 
and in Adam, was a member of his body, of 
his bones and of his fleſh, and therefore had a 
kindred relation, union and oneneſs with him, 
antecedent to her perſonal exiſtence and mar- 
riage : and the former it was that qualified her 
for the latter, For it is urged as a reaſon 
«© wherefore a man ſhould cleave to his wife, 


and they twain be conſidered as one fleſh,” 


0 


| Marriage-union on theſe principles, ſtill added 
to the qualification of the huſband, to ſuſtain in 
equity the chaſtiſements due to the faults of his 
wife ; I have already obſerved, that though it 
was not the man but the woman who was de- 
ceived and found in the tranſgreſſion, yet, as I 
have noticed before, they were not without each 
other in the Lord: therefore the iniquity of the 
woman, with the adequate chaſtiſement, were 
transferable to the man. 


Apply this to Chriſt and the church, unto 
whom it primævally and ultimately belongs, 
and it will appear that our Saviour is qualified 
alſo from marriage-union to make us free. 


Abe prophet ſpeaking to the church, ſays, 
« Thy maker is thy huſband :” the apoſtle 
ſays, 
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ſays, that all things were made 5y Jeſus 
Chriſt and for him ;” therefore Jeſus Chriſt is 
the huſband of the church, in which, in the 
image and the very ſubſtance of things, he is 
correſpondent to the figure: He had, previous 
to marriage, the neareſt kindred relation to his 
beloved: He loved her, and upon this ground 
claimed her as his right: He betrothed her to 
him for ever; in righteouſneſs, in judgment, 
in loving kindneſs, and in mercies : He eſpouſed 
her, when he took not on him the nature of 
angels, but the ſeed of Abraham : Hence her 
debts were transferable to him, and he ww pk a 
right to make her free, | 
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Again, the ſacred Ae repreſent the Sa- 
viour in a cloſer degree of union and relation; 


ſnip ſtill to mankind, under the notion of their 
being one perſon, according to the fellowſhip of 
members in the one body. But with this differ- 
ence, Chriſt the head having in all things the 
pre-eminence, and the church the body, 'in its 
variety of members, ſubject to the controul and 
influence of the head; but ſtill from the grace 
of union, joint partakers with the head, in all 
his bleſſings and honours; therefore rer 


are called heirs of Goo, and I joint-heirs' with 
Chriſt. 1 | 


F 2 If 
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If one member ſuffer, all ſuffer with t—ſo if 
one is honoured, the whole rejoice : This is 
true, from the union of the various members 
in the one body; nor is it neceſſary to the ſuf- 
fering of all with the one - that each member 
fhould be individually bruiſed or wounded, or 
otherwiſe put to pain; but from the harmony of 
parts, and the union of the whole. in the one body, 
the honours or diſnonours of each, pertain to the 

Upon the ſame argument, the equity of chaſ- 
tizing in one member the fault committed by 


another, is familiarly obvious: If the band 
commit ſacrilege, or the foot tread . in for- 


bidden paths, the bead may be equitably ſmit- 
ten, nor can the reaſonable man Mer to, the 
propriety of the chaiſement. 

Chrifh, who, is, bead over all things. he bis 
body the church, ſpeaking by che pfflmicz, ſays, 
++ Wherefore ſhould. I fear in the days. of evil, 
when, the iviquity of my heels hall compaſs me 
about? The heels, manifeſ}y intend the peo- 
fler i in contradiſtigction to their head C hriſt, but 
ye! t poited in the ſame body; hence he "calls 

them my heels: according to whi b cone lob, 
he i is entitled to bear their faults Yer iniqui⸗ 

ties 
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judge of all men, ſaw it juſt and equitable to 
lay upon him the iniquities of us all, and 89 
ſtrike him for the tranſgreſſion of his people. 


The truth and propriety of all the members 
ſuffering with ane, and of all rejoicing ip the 
honour. af one, are difcernable in Chriſt, ho, 
ſpeaking by the pſalmiſt, ſays, He bath de- 
livered my ſoul in peace from the hattle that 
was againſt me: for there were many with me.” 
And the apoſtle ſaith, I am crucified. with 
Chriſt.” From hence I learn that mankind 
were comprehended in Chriſt, in bis obedience, 
ſufferings and death; fo. that in and with him 
the one Eben member, all Mn and 
ſuffered. 


Ia like manner they were 1 and raiſed 
together with kim: - He carried them through 
all the labours and toils of his life, and death, 
and begetting them to a lively hope, and. enti- 
ting them to all the benefits of his teſurtection: 
Hence in the honour of the one glorious member 


all the members tejoice. 


Thus, Jeſus, from, union to the church, as 
head and members in one body, was qualified 
to 


tes were to compals him about, And God, the 


. 
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which he obtained for himſelf, through * obe 
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to make us free, with that glorious liberty, 


dience ana blood-ſhedding. 


Jeſus Chriſt and the a; are, in the 
facred writings, repreſented as one | perſon, 
For thus we read. For as the body is 
one, and hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body, being many, are 
one body, ſo alſo is Chriſt. Here Chrift is 
confidered as compounded of the people, as 
the one body is of its various parts and mem- 
bers z—conſequently in Jeſus, the ſoul that 
ſinned, died for its own ſins, according to the 
voice of the Law : and in the blood-ſhedding 
of the Lamb, the blood of the offender was 
ſhed ; without which the remiſſion of ſins could 
not be obtained. Theſe, and other arguments 
that I might make uſe of, fully ſhew that Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, in point of power and equity, 
was perfectly qualified to make us free, with 
that great and glorious liberty which the apoſtle 
ſo earneſtly recommends to us, to ſtand W in. 


Having already ſpoken of the nature and "wa 
perties of the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free: and again of the means by which 
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he effected it: alſo of his qualifications for the 
office of a Redeemer and Saviour: I come 
now to the apoſtle's advice, or caution, « Stand 
faſt in the liberty, &c.“ of which I now pro- 
poſe to conſider the reaſon, and what it im- 
plies. 


1 recolle to have obſerved before, that the 
reaſon of the caution, ** Stand faſt, &c.” hath 
its riſe from the difficulty with which we at- 
tain to this liberty, and with which we continue 
in it, when we have attained to it. 


The fcriptures, in ſundry FEY ſpeak of the 
difficulty, not of obtaining ſalvation by works 
of righteouſneſs done by us; for that they pe- 
remptorily deny; but of receiving the free gift, 
of believing the goſpel report: of coming to 
the knowledge and enjoyment of that everlaſt- 


ing ſalvation, wherewith we are ſaved in the 
Lord. 


Hence we read of the righteous being ſcarcely 
ſaved—of the gate being ftraight—and the way 
narrow—ſo that few enter in thereat. All which 
implies the difficulty with which we come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 


The 


1 

The difficulties which ſtand in the way, and 
occaſion man's neglect of the great ſalvation, 
muſt not be ſupp oſed to originate from per- 
plexity, or abſtruſe niceties contained in the 
goſpel: For the grace of God that bringeth 
falvation, is conſpicuous as the light, clear as 
the unclouded ſun in its meridian, and mani- 
feſt toall men. 


Therefore, the difficulty with which we at- 
tain to the knowledge of the truth, mult owe 
its riſe to the enmity of the carnal mind, con- 
cerning which, the apoſtle ſays, The carnal 
mind is enmity againſt God: for it is not ſub- 
jet to the law of God, neither indee d can it 
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A carnal mind, ſignifies a fleſhly mind, or 
a mind bias'd, and altogether diſpoſed to the 
fleſh; nor is the term fleſh here to be under- 
ſtood in the vulgar ſenſe; as implying looſe, 
unchaſte, and immoral acts or deſires ; for this 
cannot with propriety be applied.to all mankind 
as the carnal mind is; having inſtances in hiſ- 
tory both ſacred and profane, of perſons in whom 
(whatever other vices might ;) pachaſtity .did 
not . 


But 
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Zut what the apoſtle here intends by the carnal 

or fleſhly mind, is undoubtedly applicable to 
all without diſtinction, meaning ſomething in 
common to all mankind, where every man is 
upon an equal foot with his neighbour. 


This is that tare, or ſeed of enmity to God 
and to his Meſſiah, which the enemy (owed in 
the field of the human heart, while our firſt fa- 
ther ſlept and was off his guard. And like the 
tares mentioned in the goſpel, it is reſerved for 
the judgment of the great day: for the carnal 
mind is not reconciled to the law of God, nei- 
ther indeed can be. 


The carnal or fleſnly mind, which is naturally 
predominant in every man, conſiſts of a warm, 
unſhaken, conſtant attachment to ſelf, to the 
ſuppoſed dignity, virtues and excellence of hu- 
man nature; as what is not only ſufficient, but 
the only means of obtaining eternal life: and 
this in direct oppoſition to the name of Jeſus, 
as that name which alone contains ſalvation, - 


Hence it is that the dodtrine of ſalvation, on 
condition .of works of righteouſneſs done by 
us, is much more acceptable to mankind, though 
totally helpleſs in themſelves, than that of being 

(3 ſaved, 
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ſaved, not according to works of righteouſneſs 
done by us, but according to his mercy. And 
the wiſer and better men are in their own opi- 
nion, or in that of others, the more they 
neglect the great ſalvation, and oppoſe the grace 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which occaſioned that 
ever memorable ſaying of our Saviour's, ad. 
dreſſed to the moſt orthodox and holy men of the 
day; and perhaps throughout the ſacred book, 
unmatched” for plainneſs of ſpeech : ** Verily 
I fay unto you, that the publicans and the har- 
lots go into the kingdom of God before you.” 
And on another ſomewhat ſimilar occaſion, 
“ How hardly ſhall they that have riches, enter 
into the kingdom of God?“ 


Enmity to Jeſus Chriſt, is the nature and pro- 
perties of the ſerpent, and what conſtitutes the 
devil : when he ſubdued man, begetting him in 
his own image to evil propenſities, and to a bias 
diametrically oppoſite to what he had from crea- 
tion; he ſowed or implanted in him this ſeed of en- 
mity to Chriſt: And hence it is the Saviour ſays, 
«. Ye are of your father the devil, and the luſts 
of your father ye will do.” Thus there is na- 
turally in every man what denies, renounces, 
and oppoſes Chriſt : This ſtraightens the way, 


and narrows the gate, and renders it difficult 
N for 
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for mankind to come to the nn of the 
ruth. 


Self-righteouſneſs, from a wrong view of our⸗ 
ſelves, moſt powerfully impedes our way to 


Chriſt, and ſtrews our path with difficulties, _ 


For the goſpel calls not the righteous, but the 
ſinner ; not the phariſee, but the publican ; 
not who abound with treaſures, but who have 
nothing to pay ; to the reſt that remaineth for 
the people of God. When the young man in 
the goſpel was on his own intreaty inſtructed 
by the Saviour in the way of life, finding that 
he muſt part with all if he would follow Chriſt, 
he went away ſorrowful; he was rich, and 
thought he had too much to loſe. 


Whoſo will enter into the liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made us free, muſt firſt diveſt him- 
ſelf of human righteouſneſs, under every con- 
ſideration whatever ; and. approach his throne 
as miſerable and poor; and blind and naked. 
The apoſtle tells us, that ſuch was his deſire to 
be found in Chriſt, not having his own righteouſ- 
neſs, which is of the law, &c. that what things 
were gain io him, thoſe he counted loſs for 
Chriſt: what theſe things were, is manifeſt from 
the context, i. e. orthodoxy in doctrine, as 
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being educated a Phariſee, one of the ſtraighteſt 
of the ſect, and in purity of life; for he ſays, 
« That as touching the righteouſneſs of the 
law, his life was blameleſs :” Unto theſe we may 
add his deſcent and parentage, a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews, and of the tribe of Benjamin; his 
covenant-ſeal, circumciſed, on the eighth day; 
his education, learning and expectations, brought 
up at the feet of Gamaliel, and in favour with 
the rulers of the church. To which many other 
things might be added, but let theſe ſuffice, to 
ſnew what he meant by the things that were 
gain to him, and which he counted loſs for 
Chriſt. Yea, doubtleſs (ſays he) and I count 
all things but loſs for the excellency of the know- 
| ledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord: for whom [ 
have ſuffered the loſs of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Chriſt,” 


Beſide the apoſtle's eſtimate on the excellency 
of the knowlege of Chriſt Jeſus his Lord, con- 
tained in the text, he has given us his ſentiment 
on things which he once counted his gain ; theſe 
he now counts his loſs; not content with con- 
| fidering them as things merely indifferent, they 
are loathſome and obnoxious to him as dung; 
yea, he counts them his loſs, as what retarded 


his purſuit after the knowledge of the excellency 
| 2 1 -" 
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of Chriſt; they were the ſource of his enmity to 
Jeſus, and to his goſpel, and the cauſe of his 
continuance therein ſo long; that though at laſt 
he ſaw Jeſus, yet he ſaw him laſt of all, as one 
born out of due time. 


They were ſo far from aſſiſting his faith in the 
belief ot the truth, that they opperated accord- 
ding to their manner quite the contrary; they held 
him when a phariſce, in the contemplation of his 
own virtues, and rendered him ſo zealous apatron 
of human goodneſs, that he could not endure the 
teſtimony of Jeſus, of his Godhead and Meſ- 
Gahſhip, and of the free and full ſalvation of 
mankind, in his obedience, blood-ſhedding, 
death and reſurreftion. But being exceedingly 
mad againſt the doctrine, and all ſuch who be- 
lieved it, as an adminiſtrator of death, he kept 
breathing out threatnings and ſlaughters againſt 
the diſciples of Jeſus, zealouſly purſuing them 
to ſtrange cities. 


While this accompliſhed fon of Abraham 
was thus ſerving God with a good conſcience, 
making havock of the church, entering into 
every houſe, haling men and women to priſon, 
for profeſſing the name of Jeſus : I ſay, while 
this man, inſtigated by what he then counted 


2 gain, 
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gain, was thus kicking againſt the pricks ; 
the poor fiſhermen of Gallilee; the illiterate, 
the publicans and harlots were entering into 
the kingdom of God, or into the liberty where- 
with Chriſt hath made us free. And if his hav- 
ing Abraham for his father ; if his being cir- 
eumciſed on the eighth day; if his being ortho- 
dox in doctrine, zealous and holy in heart, lip 
and life; (for he ſays he ſerved God from his 
forefathers, with pure conſcience;) if theſe 
things, I ſay, which he once counted gain, 
were the means of keeping his ſoul in a ſtate of 
alienation from Chriſt, he had undoubted rea- 
fon for counting them all loſs, as they threw 
ſtumbling blocks in his way, and rendered his 
path difficult, to the liberty wherewith Chriſt 


hath made us free. 


True it is, all men have not the like incentives 
with Paul the phariſee to ſet up their own righ- 
teouſneſs, in oppoſition to the righteouſneſs of 
God ; but all have the ſame wrong bias, being 
all by nature children of wrath: and therefore 
we find Chriſt a ſtumbling block to men of 
every character; and not only men of Saul's 
ſtamp, but 'who are of the moſt abandoned 
characters, upon the hypotheſis of ſome degree 


of virtue and goodneſs in themſelves, think - 
verily 


WE 
verily with themſelves, that they ought to do 
many things contrary to the name of Jeſus of 
Nazareth, | | 


The carnal mind, or enmity to Chrift in he 
human heart, which conſiſts of ſelf-righteouſ- 


nels, is a fare that needs but little fuel to feed 
it ; practice is not at all neceſſary, a groan, a 
ſigh on the remembrance of ſin z a momentary 
deſire of reformation ;. the moſt languid appro- 
bation of the good, and ſuch like ; are fuel ſuf- 
ficient to keep this fire burning to three-ſcore 
years and ten; yea ſhould men be fo ſtrong as 
to come to four-ſcore years, the fire ſtil} burns 
nor will death itſelf quench it, if the died of 
Jeſus does not interpoſe. | 


Self-righteouſneſs, like Proteus in the fable, 
changes itſelf into various ſhapes ; ſometimes 
as above, by rendering us wiſe, virtuous, - and 
holy in our own eſtimation ; it inflates with 
pride, and ſelf-ſufficience, and influences to a 
diſeſteem of Jeſus and of his ſalvation; thus 
preventing our happineſs on goſpel principles, 
and our entrance into the liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made us free. 
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« But, when the Spirit of God bloweth, 
the graſs withereth, and the flower fadeth, the 
haughtineſs of the worm is bowed down, and 
the pride of ſelf-righceouſneſs is abaſed: con- 
vinced by the ſcriptures, and by the power of 
God, that all our righteouſneſſes are but as filthy 
rags, and that among men there are none 
who doth good, no not one ;” we learn to ceaſe 
from man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, and 
from the ſon of man who is but graſs. 


Sometimes this leads directly to and terminates 
immediately in effectual calling, where the ſoul 
ſubmits itſelf to the ſalvation of Jeſus, no longer 
going about to eſtabliſh a. righteouſneſs of its 
own; but this is rather ſeldom than frequent ; 
for under the firſt convictions, the ſoul rarely 
ſubmits itſelf unto the righteouſneſs of God, 
but grows more zealouſly and diligently intent 
upon waſhing the Ethiopian white, and on 
changing the ſpots of the leopard. 


Under this diſpenſation, the faſter we run, 
the ſooner we come to the goal, where the com- 
mandment coming home, ſin revives and we 
die, But ſometimes it happens, having attained 
to a degree of reformation, men ſatisfied with 
their ſtate, attempt nothing farther : morality 


of 
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of conduct, and perſeverance in the way of their 
duty, are judged to be not only intitling to the 
kingdom of heaven, but the moſt rational and 
divine evidence of their intereſt in Chriſt, and 
in his ſalvation. Theſe, having the pillows of 
the falſe prophets ſewed under their arm-holes, 
are at eaſe in Zion, where I ſhall, leaye them to 
their lumbers, until awakened by the voice of 
the ſon of God, and proceed to oblerye, that, 

Conviction, ariſing from the ſcripture teſti-, 
mony without, and from, the power af God 
within, brings us to a right view and under- 
ſtanding of ourſelves. Our helpleſs ſtate pre 
ſents, itſelf before us in a light authenticated by 
the reyelation of God; and to 8 our inward 
. poſſitively ſußter ere BIS” 


oS 


Mo the AF « 1 was alive without the. 
law once, but when the commandment came, ſin 
revived, and I died.” Having already con- 
ſidered the apoſtle in a former ſelf-righteous 
character, it gives me a clue to his meaning of 
being alive, once without the law. | 


ne its ſpicirualiry, he had not then. 
ſeen the exceeding breadth of the holy oom · 
mandment and therefore ſaw not the end of all 
6 Shrws <4; e ce 
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creature perfection : when a Phariſee, he thought 
as 4 Phariſee, and judged of the law according 
to their gloſs; which was not only literal and 
ſuperficial, "but corrupt in the extreme, as our 
Lord nine hath ** in many mne 


- This ſtate the N terms a being wich 
out the laws, and makes to be the ſource of the 
ſelf-righteons life: (but ſays he) when the com- 
mandment came, fin revived and I died.” When 
it came in its ſpirit, not recognizing external: 
only, but the thoughts, deſires, and intents of 
the heart; when the commandment came in 
its purity, diſcovering the iniquity of bis moſt 
holy things; when it came in its power, not 
bringing conviction only, but condemnation 
alſo, ſuch as extends to every work, word, 
thought and device of the human heart; then 
it was that fin men and he * 


The revival of fin, ſpoken of 920 90 eue 
is generally underſtood to ſignify a deeper con- 
viction, or a clearer ſenſe of ſin by means of 
the commandment ſpiritualized : But ſurely 
ſome what more was intended, yea, ſomewhat 
more is abſolutely neceſſary, in vindication of 
the propriety of the word revived, which ſigni- 
fies a coming to life again, or a recovery from 

I | Heath, 
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death, or an accumulation of what was before 
in a weak and diſſipated ſtate; While he was 
without the law, ſin was dormant in him, and 
permitted him to derive bis hope and expecta» 
tion 1 his own ei 


* "wy in his own judgment * "ai he 
was alive; alive in his proſpects and hope; 
alive in his capacity to ,’ and to do; alive in 
his fruitfulnefs, abounding in every good work 
and word; nor was he ſenſible of any thing about 
him, diſcouraging to his hope of eternal life. 


But when the commandment came, he had 
not only different views of himſelf, but differ- 
ent feelings alſo :' he was not only ſenſible of the 
old leaven being in him, but of its ferment (by 
reaſon of the commandment) to ſuch a degree, 
that he felt the whole man leavened, and every 
work and word, and thought unholy'; -withal 
deprived of the power of willing and doing 
which he once fancied himſelf poſſeſſed of; he 
died to his former hope and expectation, and by 
this ſtrait gate and narrow way, found an 
entrance into the liberty where with art hach 
made us free. 


3 While 
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While we view mankind either under the ſelf. 
righteous, or the humbled finner's character, 
we ſtil] perceive the difficulty of attaining to the 
liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us Tree. 


The — e an idle a of nature's 
dignity, and the pride of imagined virtue, are 
not content with lighting: and diſcrediting the 
liberty where with Chriſt hath made us free, but 
blaſpheme, perſecute, and are urg mad 
rb * 


The lauter, e abaſed and e low, 
under the deepeſt and moſt accute ſenſe of ſin, 
not having even the laſt ſtone to caſt at the moſt 
atrocious offender, nor any reluctanoy to appei 
as the helpleſs, toeternal mercy; yet, often ſlowly 
and with difficulty come into the liberty  where- 
with Chriſt hath made us free. Doubts and 
fears ariſing from nature, or from art, prevent 
their entrance into reſt. Natural / ſentiment, or 
ſelf. righteouſneſs, from the greatneſs and mul- 
'titude of our iniquities, urges our miſery, and 
the impoſſibility of our ſalvation, as being in- 
compatible with the nature and properties of 
God, to pardon and accept ſo wretched a ſin- 
ner. The memory of paſt feelings makes me 
ſenſible here, _— in expreſſion and deſcription, 
I am 
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I am greatly inadequate to the diſtreſſes and 
ſorrows of that gloomy, paſs. By art, I under- 

ſtand, or mean human invention and its pro- 

duce, which gives occaſion to helpleſs, man 

when convinced of the truth reſpecting the dac- 

trine of ſalvation, ſtill to doubt whether it is 
for them or not. This is a ſpecies of unbelief, 
entirely modern, at leaſt with reſpect to the apoſ- 
tle's time, when they, executing their Lord's 
commiſſion, went forth into all the world, 
preaching the goſpel to every creature. — 1 
cannot perceive that they propoſed any thing 
to theipeople to. be by them believed as neceſſary 
to their happineſs, but hat related to the per- 
ſon, obedience, ſufferings, death, and reſurrec- 
tion of the Lord Jeſus, as the perfected ſalva- 
tion of the ſons of men. Nor did they once 
hint, or their hearers ever conceive, that this 
ſalvation was not perfected for all, for:Jew and 
Gentile, without diſtinction. Hence, whoever 
believed their report wete happy in the conſe- 
quence; nor in thoſe who received the doctrine, 
did ſuch queries, as Whether does God love me? 
did Chriſt die for me? Is his ſalvation. for me? 
&c. once occur ; man's invention having not as 


yet produced this kind of unbelief. 


But 
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But when the doctrines, That God does not 
lose all his creatures, that Chrift did not die 
for all, that all (from an irreverfable decree of 
their Creator) are not capable of ſalvation, when 
theſe doctrines (I ſay) took place, in proportion 
to their progreſs, did the doubts and fears above- 
mentioned increaſe and multiply. N 


As rivers, ana oppoſite in their 
ſtreams, may yet have their riſe from the ſame 
ſcurce; ſo the doctrine of requiſite qualificas 
tions in the heirs of falvation, has its rife from 
the ſame fountain with the ves and 1 is =»__ 
| e of the ſame effects. | 


x man be doomed to HITS indy, whe- 
ther it be the reſult. of the divine decree, or 
owing to the abſence of virtue, or of ſuch qua- 
lifications in him, which he is not naturally pol- 
ſeſſed of, which his Creator has not endowed 
him with, and which in his lapſed ſtate he can- 
not acquire, the difference is not material; 
they originate from the ſame nie" ot and are 
alike 1 in concluſion. - 


From the. notion of God hate 
perſons, both theſe ſyſtems take their riſe : his 


loving me, and hating my brother, from ſove- 
reign 
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teign pleaſure and abſolute will; or his loving 
me for qualities which I cannot have but from 
his free gift, have in common ſenſe an exact 
fimilarity, and ſavour more of the inventions of 
men, than of goſpel ſimplicity; yea they” are 
nearer in affinity, than ſuch who from implicit 
zeal enliſt themſel ves under the banners of e 
vin 52 Arminius are aware of. 


The . attached as they are to tha * 
ſolute decree, where neither good nor bad in 
the creature can have any influence, will-yet, 
impelled by natural felf-righreouſneſs, ' ſoften 
their ſeverity, and gently relax in favour of 
whom they deem a good man, be he chriſtian 
or not; yea ſtrain their complaiſance to ſach 
an extravagance, as to compliment even hea- 
then ſaints with the falyation of their God; 
notwithſtanding the infinite diſparity between 
their ſyſtem and their practice, their character and 
real fact. This condeſcenſion is equally pleaf- 
ing to'the other ſide of the queſtion ; the good 
man of every age, and of every faith, whether 
Socrates, Plato, Seneca, Pelagius, Servetus, 
or Arminius, are by every party of the chriſ- 
tian name, under the influence of ſelf-righteouſ- 
nefs, ſuppoſed to be beloved of God, and en- 


titled to the ſalvation of Chriſt. 
Nor 
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Nor have I an objection to the hypothefis, but 
that it is founded on falſe premiſes: Firſt, ſuch 
virtues and goodneſs are imagined to have been 
in thoſe men, which (it is notorious) they were 
never poſſeſſed of; and had they been poſſeſſed 
of them, they would not, they could not re- 
commend them to the favour and love of God. 
But you and I, my brethren, can have no poſ- 
ſible objection to the ſalvation of the heathen, 
on equal terms with the finners, whom Jeſus 
Chriſt came into the world to ſave: As Chtiſ- 
tians, we reſuſe, and deſpiſe all other terms; nor 
is it poſſible for us to compliment the firſt of 
characters among mankind with any other. 


From the abovementioned, unbelief, which 
narrows. the path and ſtraitens the way, lead- 
ing to che liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free, takes its riſe, as ſhewn before; whe- 
ther it wears its tinſel dreſs, or the ſables of 
human miſery : I have already ſpoken « of it in 
its ſentimental pomp, in the character of Saul 
the Phariſee. Here it forms the vain Philoſo- 
pher, the Deiſt, Socinian, &c. who ſtand re- 
proved in our Lord's words to his diſciples: 
« You believe in God, believe alſo. in me,” 
Here unbelief is a profeſſion, avowed, and incul- 
cated on the ſouls of men. Theſe ſpurn at the 
* great 
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t ſalvation, and blaſphemouſly renounce the 
liberty where with Chriſt hath made us free: We 
were never in bondage, (ſay they) ho ſayeſt 
thou then, Le ſhall be made free? 

129 99 1 Tj 

But unbelief from inficmity and temptation, 
wears a very different complexion : The former 
is fearleſs, .inſolent, . blaſphemous, and the lead- 
ing ſentiment of the heart; but the latter is a 
miſerable feeling and complaint of the human 
ſoul. Let me here diſtinguiſh between ſenti- 
ment and frailty in man.— Self- righteouſneſs, as 
a corruption or frailty of human nature, is in 
every man, nor is it poſſible for him while in 
this world, to diveſt himſelf of it. But the 
chriſtian man knows it, deteſts it, keeps a watch 
on it, and purſues it with hue and cry on its 
every appearance :, nor is it poſſible for ſelf-righ- 
teouſneſs as an allowed leading [principle to be 
predominant in a diſciple of Jeſus. 


Unbelief, reſpecting Jeſus Chriſt and his free 
and full ſalvation, may be my infirmity, but 
cannot be my boaſt : profane Eſau ſaid of his 
birthright, (or of his Chriſt) of -whar profit 
will it be to me? and parted with it for a trifle. 


But the ſmitten heart mentioned in the goſpel, 
1 1 cries 
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cries out, Lord 1 ver- help thou my”. r 
belief. FP 


Again, "when men have attained to the liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, they as rarely 
continue in it, as they enter into it. The du- 
plicity and ehangeableneſs of the human heart, 
renders this liberty ſo ſlippery a ſtate, that few 
ſtand faſt therein. By means of legality, in- 
fidelity, or prophaneneſs, many fall, and are 
again entangled with the yoke of bondage. 


The liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made vs 
free, in its enjoyment, or as it relates to the ſtate 
of the poſſeſſing mind, is in my judgment moſt 
beautifully deſcribed in the words of the pſal- 
miſt: · Reſtore to me the joy of thy ſalvation, 
and vphold me with thy free ſpirit,” Here is a 
manifeſt diſtinction made between falvation and 
the joy of it; yea between believing the ſalvation 
and experiencing the joy of it. It is at leaf 
tacitly confeſſed, that the ſalvation of Jeſus is 
permanent, when the joy of it is loſt. But alas! 
what is man, that man eſpecially who has once 
taſted that the Lord is gracious, without the j joy 
of his ſalvation? A worm, a wretch, who 
boaſts of a fortune in reverſion, while at pre- 
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ſent he is in perſon reduced to want and beg - 


gary. 


But the evangelized ſoul, clear and chaſte to 
the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, 
while it is deſirous of the joy of his ſalvation, 
and will not, cannot be ſatisfied withour it; is 
nevertheleſs jealous of bis honour, who is the 
author of ſalvation, as appears from the words, 
% and uphold me with thy free Spirit.“ O! 


God, my Saviour, when it ſhall pleaſe thee to 


bleſs me with the joy of thy ſalvation, (withour 
which I cannot be happy) that my enjayments 
may not ſo attract my notice as to draw my at- 
tention from thee, (my Lord, my Life,) to them; 
do thou uphold me wich thy free Spirit; that 
Spirit, who though he be the comforter, will 
yet comfort me by none other means than thoſe 
of receiving of the things that are thine, and 
ſhewing them to me; that Spirit who will not 
ſpeak of himſelf; that Spirit who will not ſuf- 
ter me to draw the waters of life out of any 
other well, than thy moſt ſacred wounds, 


*« Uphold me with thy free Spirit.“ Here, 
the conceptions of the ſoul, infinitely exceed 
the powers of utterance z my admiration ren- 

_ ders 


ders me ſcant in expreſſion, and makes me feel 
my incapacity to do juſtice to the ſentiment. 


And yet my ſoul, conſcious of her meaning, 
makes choice of the above in her addreſs to the 
Saviour, as containing every requiſite to her hap- 
pineſs: and though ſhe may be incapable of ex. 
plaining herſelf to men, yet Jeſus underſtands 
her well; „for the Spirit helpeth our infirmi- 
ties, and make interceſſion in what cannot be 

uttered.” 


Briefly, it implies that the joy of our Lord's 
ſalvation, and the neceſſity thereof to my teſti- 
mony; (i. e. His ways are ways of pleaſant- 
neſs, and all his paths are peace”) are yet chaſtely 
conſiſtent with Jeſus being my uttermoſt ſalva- 
tion; my every virtue, my every grace, purely 
independent of all my on righteouſneſſes, con- 
ſidered in che active or n ſenſe. 


Our Saviour 7 to one of the churches of 
Aſia, I have ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe 
thou haſt left thy firſt love,” This is ſimilar 
to the loſs of the joy of his ſalvation; or to not 
ſtanding faſt in the ery wherewith Chriſt 
hath made us fret. 


Re ve · 
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Revelation and experience teach us that every 
eye cannot endure the blaze of liberty, nor is 


every man diſpoſed to walk and rejoice in it as 
he has received it. | 


When we weigh the purport of Paul's epiſtles 
to the ſeveral churches, we find the Corinthians 
to be a people who knew the liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made-them free : But in this liberty 
they did not ſtand faſt, ** they wantoned in the 
beams of the ſun of righteouſneſs, and grew 
heady: and high-minded, from their imaginary 
attainments : They no longer confined them- 
ſelves to the ſtandard of divine revelation ;_ but 
each had a revelation and dottrine of his own: 
and theſe they made no ſcruple of oppoſing to 
the ſacred ſcriptures: Their enjoyments dwind- 
led, and their ſouls ran up into fruitleſs ſpecu- 
lations, which ended in the advancement of a 
ſyſtem of infidelity, on the ruins of Chriſtian 
fundamentals. 


Under this character you may behold men, 
who once were zealous advocates for the liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us free; and who 
could hear none other doctrine than Jeſus Chriſt 
and him crucified ; now ſneering at the crols, 
and blaſphemouſly denying the Lord who 

bought 
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bought them: And what is more ſurprizing, 
under ſuch an influence! ſparing neither pains 
nor expence, to draw their neighbours into the 
ſame predicament with themſelves, they are in- 


defatigable, even to the bluſh of many who 
know the ſcriptures, and te power of God. 
But yet thoſe ſoaring Spirits, who in their 
own imagination, are riſen ſo high, that Jeſus 
Chriſt and his ſalvation are under their feet: 
Theſe, I ſay, are of the leaven of the phariſees; 
their ſummum bonum is perſonal morality; though 
God knows, every real chriſtian ' knows, and 
themſelves, as rational, ought to know, — That 


even in ibis they do not excel: But ſuch is hu- 


The liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us 
free, was not deſigned to feed or ornament the 
fleſh; it was not intended that by means thereof, 
any man ſhould be in his owp or- in the eſtima- 
tion of another, exalted and raiſed in perſonal 
character, as wiſer and kolier than his brethren : 
But that our liberty ſhould' be ſolely owing 70, 


and dependent on the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
C hriſt. 4 0 j 


From, 


Aer 
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From the apoſtle to the Galatians, we learn, 
that there are alſo other means of tottering and 
falling from the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath 
made us free, than that of infideliry; The 
Galatians had not fallen into this ſnare, and yet 
they had fallen from grace; they had not ſtood 
faſt in the liberty where with Chriſt had made 
them free. What an amazing difference there 
is between the apoſtle's definition of falling from 
grace, and that of the generality of divines, 
ancient and modern] The latter, makes ſuch a 
ſtate to conſiſt merely of a change of conduct in 
a moral ſenſe, and cannot poſſibly ſuppoſe that 
a perſon whoſe piety abounds, and even enereaſes 
every day, ſhould be, notwithſtanding,” fallen 
from grace: But this the apoſtle not only ſup- 
poſes, but affirms—** I am afraid of you, (ſays 
he) leſt I have beſtowed upon you labour in 
vain.” Why? What had they done? What 
\ fins of commiſſion, or omiſſion, had they been 
guilty of, to beget ſuch fears in the apoſtle ? 
t+ Ye obſerve days, and months, and times, and 
years.” (fays he) How obſerve them ? As our 
modern Chriſtians obſerve their feſtivals in glut- 
tony, drunkneſs, gaming and riot? Quite the 
reverſe, they obſerved them according to the 
pattern of Moſes, as ſabbaths, whereon they 
reſted from their labour; not to carnal diver- 
| ſions, 
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ſions, but to prayer, praiſe, and ſimilar acts of 
devotion —Yet by theſe they gave proof of their 
being fallen from grace; of their not ſtand- 
ing faſt in the liberty Where with Chriſt hath made 
us free — They were for turning again to the 
weak and beggarly elements, whereunto they 
were deſirous of being in bondage: But ſaith 
the apoſtle, Chriſt is become of none effect 
unto you, whoſoever of you are juſtified by the 
law: ye are fallen from grace.” But while on 
this ground let us tread with wary. feet and 
cautious ſteps, leſt ſome latent ſnare entangle us, 
or the ſubtile lurking ſerpent bite the heel: [ 
would not be underſtood here, as infinuating 
that prayer, praiſe, the obſervation of a day 
to the Lord, or ſuch like acts of devotion, con- 
ſtitute what the apoſtle calls Falling from 
grace.“ Nor is delight in theſe, with the moſt 
zealous practice relative to them, to be conſider- 
ed as an infallible proof of a perſon. being in 
ſuch a ſtate, Nay, ſuch a ſpirit and practice 
are not only compatible with our ſtanding faſt 
in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us 
free, but are in concomitance therewith, while 
under the influence of his free Spirit. 


Nevertheleſs, it cannot be denied that the or- 


dinances of Moſes derive the reaſon and ſpirit 
| of 
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of their inſtitution, from the 3 ſalva- 

tion of mankind by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; and 
therefore by bis appearing totally diveſted of 

their utility, they can be of no further advan- 

tage to the worſhipper; but are become weak 
and beggarly elements. To retain them, proves 
men ſtrangers to the faith of Chriſt; and to be- 
come deſirous of being ſubject to them, after 
wee been delivered. through the knowledge 
of the truth, is an undoubted proof that men 
ſtand not faſt in the liberty whereyith Chriſt 

| hath made us free. | 


The Galatians had received the Spirit by the 
hearing of faith; they had ſeen the ſalyation of 
God, and had entered into the liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made us free ; where they ſtood faſt 
for a feaſon z but being corrupted; they judged 
that what. the Saviour had done and ſuffered, 
and had by means thereof obtained on their bes 
half,, was inſufficient for their ſalvation and hap- 
pineſs 3 and therefore having begun in the Spi- 
2 ard n 0 perfect by the 
fle 


| They imagined that, if to the work of Chriſt; 
they added their own perſonal obſervation & the 
ordinances of Moſes, &c. it would perfect their 
| K falva- 
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ſalvation beyond all diſpute; and entitle them 
to, and render them meet for the kingdom of 
God. But to this plan, the appoſtle oppoſed 
himſelf, where he ſays, © Behold,*I Paul ſay 
unto you, that if ye be circumciſed, Chriſt 
ſhall profit you nothing.” To 1bis nothing can 
be replied, by ſuch who believe 1 in n | 


At different be we bare ſeen many go out 
from us, under the ſame bewitchery with the 
Galatians ; they once profeſſed to rejoice in the 
liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, 
and to appearance did ſo: And what 1s generally 
the caſe with ſuperficials in the goſpel, were ſo 
rigorous as to make liberty itſelf a bondage: 

The leaſt degree of darkneſs, doubtfulneſs, or 
diſtreſs, they pronounced abſolutely incompa- 
tible with liberty, nor would they allow the per- 
ſon thus exerciſed, to have the knowledge of 
the truth. So jealous were they of their liberty, 
that they would not on any conſideration, de- 
ſcend à ſtep to the help of the miſerable, nor 
would they allow the goſpel, in irs teſtimony, 
to be ſuch, ſhort of the meaſure of the ſtatuze 
and fulneſs of Chriſt, of the perfect man in 


* > . * 
him. 


But 


WM. 

But alas! where are they now ? Like Samp- 
ſon of old, having betrayed the ſecret of the 
Lord, Their locks are ſhorn, their eyes are 
put out, and they grind in the mill, They toil, 
they ſweat, they fear, and ſmarting from 
the whip of the taſk-maſter, exclaim againſt 
their former ſtate, as though they had never 

- known true liberty until now: Until now, I ſay, 
when their bondage and ſlavery are ſo very no- 
torious, that (the fooliſh darkened heart except - 
ed) all men muſt diſcern it. 


Theſe hug their chains, and bleſs God for 
a guilty ſenſe of ſin, for their many doubts and 
fears; all which, to them are ſo many evidences 
of grace and humility: Theſe they prefer to the 
ſorrows and ſufferings of Jeſus, as much more 
eligible to their 8 and acceptance with 
God... 


Salvation 5 ke Chriſt as witliout nite 
of righteouſneſs done by us, is to the above- 
mentioned, a deluſion, a preſumption, a blaſphe- 
my, a doctrine which they ſtrenuouſly oppoſe, 
and of which they learn to ſpeak many malicious 
and ſpiteful things. And if they call the maſter 
of the houſe Beelzebub, how much more them 
K 2 | 05 108 
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of his houſehold: As you, my brethren, would 
avoid ſuch a ſtate, ſuch a ſpirit, ſtand faſt in 
the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, 
and be not again N with the * of 


bondage. 


But there are yet other means of ſumblin 
and falling from the liberty wherewith Chriſt 
hath made vs free, than what I have already 
mentioned; one of which, I ſhall endeavour 
to point out to you : It conſiſts in retaining the 
goſpel in its doctrine, or form of ſound words, 
with the loſs of its ſpirit, power or influence : 
And this is much more general among ſuch 
who once ſeemed to run well, and to rejoice in 
the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us 8 
than moſt are aware of. | 


© Brethren, ye have been called unto liberty, 
only not liberty for an occaſion to the fleſh.” 
The word fleſh, hath various acceptations in the 
ſacred book: As it pretty commonly means the 
righteouſneſs of man, it ſometimes alſo intends 
the paſſions, and aptitudes of human nature: 
And where they uſe their liberty for the grati» 
fication and indulgence of zhe/e men may be 
ſaid to uſe it for an occaſion to the fleſh, 


But 
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But ſuch is the caſe, when from ſome particys 
lar paſſion to injure my neighbour, or to neglect 
his welfare, by ceaſing to ſerve him in love: or 
when with impunity to flight the means where. 
by our Saviour is pleaſed to manifeſt himſelf to 
man, I appeal for toleration to the liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us free; as if from 
thence, we had in all things a right without 
controul, to indulge our paſſions and appetites, 
This I ſay, is ſo notorious an abuſe of the li- 
berty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, that 


it may with propriety be termed ufing IN 
for an occaſion to the fieſh. | 


Faith cometh ay hearing; and ane n 
word of God; when by hearing the goſpel 
preached, men are firſt brought into the liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, they ſtand 
| amazed, while wonder fills their ſoul; nor could 
the queen of the ſouth be more aſtoniſhed while 
ſhe heard of the wiſdom of Solomon, and con- 
templated the beauties and decorum of his court. 


Here, light, life, and love abounds, while 
Jeſus and his great ſalvation are the ceaſcleſs 
ſong. There are a few who walk in Chriſt Jeſus 
the Lord, as they have received him, and who 


have not defiled their garments. But this li- 
berty 
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berty in its facred n pe hath not nen 
en wal men. | 701 t 


5105 oy Pond it dwiodles into a falſe li 
bery into à liberty to forſake the aſſembling 
of themſelves together; into a liberty to neglect 
hearing the goſpel report, or ſpeaking or think- 
ing of Jeſus, and of the things that are his: 
A liberty to laugh at reproof, and at every 
ſcriptural, means made uſe of to reclaim the wan- 
derer. I perceive the ear is often extremely ten- 
der, while the heart is callous and unfeeling: 
This forms the heady and high- minded man; 
produces the nimble diſputant, the goſpel critic, 
who! weaves webs WN as the * does 


Such ” foes are 5 e to — chriſtian 
doctrine, and nice inveſtigators of its particu- 
lars : (though ſomething ſeems wanting) form a 
character that we ſcarcely know how to deal 
with ;' eſpecially as the great Shepherd has been 
pleaſed to diſtinguiſh his ſheep by the ear-mark : 
„ My ſheep, (faith he) hear my voice” It is as 


an excreſcence upon the eye of the myſtical body; 


which we cannot touch, but with a trembling 
hand. Nor could the tares be plucked up with- 
out endangering the wheat. 


2 Dear 


IN I 


Dear Brethren, having pointed out to you, 
ſiundry crooked paths, and vague notions, by 
which men ramble from true liberty, and err 
from the mark, until they are again entangled 
with the yoke of bondage, permit me once more 
to urge upon you the words of the text, Stand 
faſt therefore in the liberty W Chriſt 
bath made us free,” 1 24 f a 

mn 10 ery ” 

| Whiteyou hold faſt the forin of ſound wands, 
or the goſpel doctrine, while you remain ſtedfaſt 
in the faith, and are not moved away from the 
Hope of your calling; be not unmindful of the 
Spirit and power of things. The apoſtle diſ- 

tinguiſhes—< For our goſpel (ſays he) came not 
unto you in the word only, but in power and in 
the Holy Ghoſt;“ by which, as I conceive, we 
are to underſtand its influence _ the 1 
the hearer, i 
, The goſpel is not — 8 
for its beauty, conſiſtency and harmony, but 
it is alſo an infallible medicine for wounded 
fouls: it wipes the tear from the eye, forbids 
the diſtreſsful- ſigh, and filences every com- 
plaint, with the healing voice of love. 


The 


; ( 72 
The : goſpel more than ſupplies the loſs of all 
things,\'and bears us comfortably through the 


huſband, wife, children, or deareſt friends; the 
loſs of honour, fortune; healch, and reputation 
| ieſelf : not one of theſe, nor the whole combined, 
can make us forrow as men without hope, while 
Jeſus remains. For indeed, indeed, he is all 
in all to us. O] precious Chriſt, O! glorious 
en hich he 1 made us free. 


{> Wakidpo my: brechuen, land faſt in che go 
-rious ys Beware of philoſophy and: vain 
deceit, after the traditions of men, after the ru- 
diments of the world, and not after Chriſt. 
Conſider, we could have had no idea of God, 
nor could we have reaſoned about his nature and 
properties, nor about our own preſent or future 

exiſtence, nor had we in knowledge or ſcience 

ſurpaſſed the brute, but for the clue of revela- 
tion; nor had we emerged above the moſt ſtu- 
pid part of the creation, but for the living wa- 
Inconſiſtent then, how ungrateful to ſpurn the 
means by which they mounted! But yet this 
is the practice of the whole tribe of free · thinkers. 


I am 


( 93-1 

I am #mazed at the infatuation of men of this 
famp! And why they ſhould compaſs ſea and 
land to make profelytes.” What can they pro- 
poſe to you by receiving their creed, more chan 
what you are already poſſeſſed of? Righteouſ · 
neſs? You have it: Peace? Tou have it; 


Joy? You have it: Liberty ? You have it; 
more glorious and extenſive than the wiſdom of 
angels, or the wit of man can poſſibly deviſe 

Morality ? you have it, at leaſt equal to its 
moſt zealous advocates; nor can it poſſibiy be 
ſuppoſed that the morality of an infidel, can be 
more acceptable to God than that of a chriſtian, 

I appeal to your underftanding ; who argues 
the contrary, muſt be an unreaſonable reafoner. 
And yet ſometbing fimilar to this, is neceffarily 
implied where the deiſt attempts the converfion 
of the chriſtian. To eſcape every ſnare of this 
kind, . Rand faſt in agents. whereivith Chriſt 
hath made us 6 ond 2 thy 


| 0861511109 5 


Againſt wag. Ay your ir ben ſeoority 

is the knowledge of ' yourſelves: This is 4 
leſſon not to be once learned only, but to be kept 
up, and carefully inculcated upon the heart. 
Therefore the apoſtles conftantly put the chriſ- 
tians in remembrance ef what they are by na- 
ture; leſt, forgetting themſelves, they ſhould 
L not 


1 741 

not only grow vain, opinionative, but alſo ro- 
volt from Chriſt to their own righteouſneſs; and 
build again the Wen: which n oy: deſ- 
N. | 1 ed u 4 

1 am in no-pain upon this ſcora for ſuch why 
have paſſed through the furnace, or who can 
ſay. with the apoſtle, I through the law am 
dead to the law, that I might live unto God.” 
Theſe will at all times ſay unto Jeſus; as a diſ- 
ciple of his once ſaid unto him; Unto whom 
ſhall we go, but upto. thee z for thou haſt the 
words of eternal life.“ To retain. the deepeſt 
and moſt acute. ſenſe of this, is very profitable; 
it endears the name of Jeſus, and his ſalvation 
to our hearts, and makes us ſtand faſt i in the 
PORN wherewith Chriſt hath made, us fre? «5 


Nor i is he deepeſt W of kd 
miſerable feeling, while the antidote is at hand, 
The chriſtian indeed is convinced each day and 
hour, that his works and words, and thoughts, 
are all unholy. But under this canviction he 
is ſtedfaſtly aſſured that the blaod of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth him from all ſin, In the 
faith and ſenſe of this he cannot but rejoice with 
joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 


But 


mm —— 8 — 


un 
* 
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name than the name of a 
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Bat all who embrace the goſpel, have not 
been ſo deeply exerciſed under the law, nor have 
they an equal knowledge of the terrors of the 
Lord: Therefore ſuch. may be ſuppoſed to be 
more unſtable : upon the credit of the dacred 
ſcriptures, they profeſs that there is no good in 
man: This, corroborated from daily obſer- 
vation, ; convinces their judgment of the truth of 


it; and that there is no ſlyation i in AP chen 


13 v 4 ard 
* " 


Bot Ri, this doch not preyent 1 OY 


a the liberty wherewith, Chriſt, hath. made us 


free · Under particular exigencies they are yet 
apt to have recourſe to themſelves, either to 
ſome imagined grace or virtue in themſelves, or 
to particular meaſures, or attempts to acquire 
ſuch, and for the ſame purpoſes with the blood 
of Jeſus, in its ſacred appoigtments ; ſuch will 
always be the difference between, what a. man 


learns from theory, and what he hath from ex- 


N attained (by the et which , he has 


| Is am aware that the Boh Ghoſt, ſpeaking by 
the apoſtle in the text, had an eye principally to 


ſuch, . who: profeſſing to believe in Jeſus, and 
that he was the end of the law for righteouſneſs, 
L 2 1 IN were 
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Fele yer tensczous of ordinances; though ac- 
cording to the chriſtian faith;/ all ſuch were 
typical of Him, of whom Moſes and the pro- 
phets wrote, Jeſus of Nazareth the Son of 
Fofeph,” and n bad a — 
nenen. | | 


bs equally mem 0 to "the . 
modern Chriſtians; for though they do not - 
terally eſpouſe the erdinances of Moſes; Tuch as 
circumciſion, the paſſover, &c. yet they have 
what they eſteem as their ſubſtirutes; baptiſm 
for, or infead of the citreumeiſion, and the fa 
ttament of the Lord's fopper for the Paſchil 
Lamb, or the 'paſſover. White the - mitigp- 
tions implied in the change, are imputed to the 
lenity, mildneſs, and grace of the chriſtian Law- 
giver, who has thought proper in the goſpel to 
abate r del age rene 
cbm b 201 20 


F | How: 2 NAH, 3 dach dn 
they ſavour not of the ſcriptures nor of the 
power of God: They militate againſt the at- 
tributes of the Moſt High : : They oppoſe the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and prove to a 
demonſtration man's ignorance of himſelf. 


| Says 


: vv 


37 = 


cd 
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'. Says the dpoltle to the Colo Robe, ** Where 


Iml 


fote if ye be dead /with' Chriſt from the rudi- 
ments of the word, why as though. liviag ia 
the word are ye pet ſubject to ordinances; couch 
not 'taſt not ; handle not; which all are to 
periſh with | the uſiag 3 after the command- 
— of 2M | 


F+ af 


e ee is he PS 00 
be ihconſiftent with the doctrine ent] faith of 


Chriſt, and as a ſpot in the believing charac» 
ter: Believen are ſuppoſed fo know. and expe- 
rience, that they are dead with Chriſt from the 
rudiments of the world, The term Rutlwment, 
fignifies a rude or rough ſketch of mattem, or 
the firſt principles of an art or fcience, and is 
here by the ' apoſtle applied to ordinantey, as 
ſtanding in none other relation tb ren chriſti- 
unity ; and which having had their accompliſh- 
ment and finiſh in che work of Chrilt, ate now 
done away, and under the goſpel to be regarded 
as uſeleſa and of no atcount. Diveſted of their 
life and ſpirit, in the blood · ſhodding of Jeſus, 
they became that dead body which cannot be 
nemme tf of id 
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CTom- 
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Comprehetded in Chriſt, 1 Ale 
of his Obedience and ſufferings, we believe that 
we were crücified with him; dead in him to all 
that he died to, and i bim (as riſen from the 
dead) alive to all that he lives unto; entitled to 
all that he obtained, by doing and ſoffering, as 
though each of us had in perſon obeyed the 
precept, and ſuſtained the penalty of the perfect 
law. Hence our authority; to reckon ourſelves 
dead with Chriſt from the rudiments of the 
world: He in us, and we in Him, having ful- 
filled all righteouſneſo, we are free from the 
rudiment, precept, and ordinance wth; as the 
r > A is 9 the an ee 


— 


| ' Why . as . Wig in e went 
are ye yet ſubject to ordinances ? ou do not 
uſe chem as matters of form or diſcipline; but 
ye are ſubject to them, as binding to your con- 
ſcience; and neceſſary to your faith and hope, and 
without which you would be utterly ar'@loſs d to 
2 3 chriſtianity. I 84 7500 0 


f. 


This to me is a plain d. ddawatiativn that you 
are as though yet living in the world; in the diſ- 
penſation of Moſes under the law, where ordi- 
nances had their only uſe: For the world in 

this 


( 79 ] 
this ſenſe, had its end when Jeſus made his ap- 
pearance, according to the apoſtle, who | ſaith, 


% Now, once in the end;of the world, hach he 


appeared, to put . fin wet the Rn of 
himſelf,” end 


. 3 3 Y # . 
. ** . 


1185 does ths confl(t with your an 
that you are dead with Chriſt from the rudi- 
ments of the world ? It hath no conſiſtence at 
all with it; it is a flat contradiction to it, and 
places the uſer, reſpecting the conſcience, near 
two thouſand years backward from the preſent 
#ra, in which grace reigns through righteouſ- 
neſs unto eternal life: Touch not; taſte not 
handle not; which all are to periſh with the 
uſing, after the commandments and doctrines 
of men; but . Stand ſaſt in the iber y where · 
with Chriſt hath made us free,” 


| Brethren, (let me addreſs you in the words 
of the apoſtle) ** You are called unto liberty, 
uſe it not as an occaſion to the fleſh.” The Jove 
of Jeſus and the joy of his ſalvation, if we are 
poſſeſſed of them, will not always extend the limits 
of liberty to mere perſonal guilt or national chaſ- 
tiſement, the utmoſt bounds ; but will occa- 
fionally, when the honour and progreſs of the 
goſpel, or the happineſs or peace of mankind re- 


3 quire 
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quire itz ſet cloſer boumds to it, as we read, 
All cthings are lawful for me, but 1 _—_ 


be Eee any.“ 


111 


| Let us ab be attentive to the voice bebind 

"10 us in the way, which when we turn to the right 

band or the left, calla aut to vs, ſaying * this 
is the way, walk ye in k.T | 


When we conceive of perſonal happineſs, w 
is the ſoundeſt doctr ine, or the niceſt theory, 
while the ſpirit of liberty, which frees the mind 
and conſcience, and 2225 them from bon · 
Cage i is abſent. 5 | 


To my eye this character bears the reſem- 
dlance of ſome pennylefs ragged famiſhed man, 
who proud of blood, and boaſting his nobility 

and riches, looks Jowwn upon * mankind, and 

deteſts the thought of aſſociating with the 
pledean, while himſelf is deſtitute of the necei- 
ſaries of life. Such is an unanointed goſpeller, 
high in profeſſion, but low i in poſſeſſion. | 


10 


An apoſtle indeed, recommends to us, ig 
„ hold faſt the form of ſound words, and to 
contend earneſtly for the 21 once dalfverey 


unto ſaints.” 125 


[1 
la conjunction with the ſcripture teſtimony, 
1 appeal to the chriſtian conſcience : Is not the 
preſence of -our Saviour abſolutely neceſſary to 
our holding faſt the form of ſound words, and 
to every profitable contention for the faith ? 
He ſays to us, without me you can do no- 
thing.” Hence I conclude, that whatever we 
are capable of doing, from natural or acquired 
abilities, or from the moſt laborious or ſtudious 
devotion, and piety of body and mind; it is 
yet nothing, becauſe we act without Him 
nor can we without Him ſtand faſt | in-the liberty 
wherewith he hath made us free. 


How neceſſary then is his preſence: Says 
| Moſes, ** If thy preſence go not up with us, 
carry us not hence: O] in his preſence there is 
the fulneſs of joy, and at his right-hand there are 
rivers of pleaſure for ever more. The loſs of 
which incapacitates us to a ſtand faſt in the li- 
berty where with Chriſt hath made us free. 


Would you preſerve this ineſtimable bleſſing, 
let me recommend to you then to attend to what 
you received the Spirit by; which was by the 

hearing of faith, and not by the works of the Jaw, 


The loſs of appetite is; melancholy proof 
of declining health, but the notion that having 
once eateh, we need eat no more, is abſurd and 

M - ri- 


i 
ndiculous. But ſomething ſimilar to this, is 
implied, where men having by hearing the goſ- 
pel preached, attained to the knowledge of the 
truth, now flight the means, as though they 
had heard and known all that was neceſſary, and 
the goſpel had no riches for them beyond what 
they have received, This fond conceit takes ity 
riſe from a miſtaken notion of things; i. e. that 
the faith of the goſpel is merely ſcientific, cal- 
culated to feed the vanity of ſuch who excel in 
knowledge; whereas nothing can be more true 
than the reverſe : for the Saviour never intended 
by the faith of the goſpel, to make proviſion 
for the fleſh, _ N 


J fincerely en thoſe who have loſt 
thelr reliſh for the goſpel of 'the blood of Jeſus; 
they cannot digeſt, they cannot reliſh, they cannot 
feed; but let not their unhappineſs be imputed 
to the dainties where with our Saviour ſpreads 
his table in the wilderneſs; for theſe cloy not, 
ſurfeit not, however abundantly you eat and 
| drink. 3 | 


This malady of the foul is rather owing to 
the pleaſures, or profits, cares or troubles of the 
preſent world, or to pride and ſelf-ſufficiency ; 
ever productive of a gradual falling off, to a 
neglect of hearing the goſpel preached, which 

| pro- 
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produces ſimilat effects in the ſoul, to an a 
long abſtinence web ad Oy; % 53.2 | 

A We n 6 And it ſhall be that whoſo 
will not come up, of all the families of the earth 
unto Jeruſalem, to worſhip the king the Lord 
of hoſts, even upon them ſhall be no rain,” 
Apply this, it is extremely eaſy, and more ap- 
plicable, than I could 'wiſh to many, to too 
many, who once rejoiced in the pope! WY our 
ſalvation, 


] have heard more than one of ſuch who 
ſtood in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free, and who once appeared full of the Holy 
| Ghoſt and of faith, frankly confeſs; that ab- 
ſence from a preached goſpel, greatly altered 


their frame of mind, though oo preſerved cher 5 


meld. wh 


The common language of indolence or pride, 
is, © I can profit more at home, than under 
public preaching ; cannot I by reading the Bible 
in my own houſe, underſtand the myſteries of 
ſalvation as perfectly as I can by frequenting 
the general afſembly;? Undoubtedly I can, and 
therefore it ſhall be ſeen I am above attending 


to ſuch any longer,” 
1 „ But 
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But ſtop, conſider, The Lord loveth the 
gates of Zion, more than all the dwellings of 
Jacob.” It is not by what means we will, but 
by fuch as He will, that he makes known his 
loving kindneſs to men. 


| 


The gates of Zion —_ the public aſſembly 
where prayers and praiſe are offered before the 
throne of grace, and the teſtimony. of ſalva- 
tion, by the blood of Jeſus, attended to with 
delight. The dwellings of Jacob may be viewed 
as anſwering to the above, which ſuch who de- 
cline in the vitals of chriſtianity, plauſibly but 
erroneouſly prefer to the benefit of hearing the 
goſpel.preached. The Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrilt, properly attended to, will preſerve you 
from bondage of every kind, from weak and 
beggarly elements; from infidel philoſophy and 
vain deceit; and even from being in bondage to 
the liberty unto which you are entitled. 


To be thus free, is liberty indeed“ Stand 
faſt therefore in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath 
made us free, and be not again entangled with 
the yoke of bondage. May the glorious Author 
of our freedom be the ſubject of our profeſſion, 
and the object of our praiſe in time and 1 in erer- 


J 
*. Amen. 
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